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EXCLUSIVE BY DAVID ARNOLD 
DAVID.ARNQLD@GAZETTENEWS,CO,UK 

08:00 - 09 April 2008 

The potential huge scale eviction of Dale Farm - Britain's biggest illegal gipsy camp - will 
be filmed to stave off the threat of Segal action from travellers, 

Gipsies say they are petrified of treatment from "heavy-handed" bailiffs if they get 
thrown off illegal sites and last week sent a 25-page dossier to Basildon council listing 
incidents of alleged misconduct by bailiffs Constant and Co. They say the company used 
"bully- boy tactics" and failed to observe health and safety laws - claims denied by the 
company. 

In response Basildon council say the whole eviction process will be recorded by video 
cameras to make sure nobody is the subject of false accusations. 

Leader of Basildon council, Malcolm Buckley, said he didn't know how many cameras 
would record the events but hoped it doesn't get to that stage. 

He said: "Look, what we are saying is there doesn't have to be an eviction and it would 
be best for everyone if they moved on." 

Travellers thought Basildon council had fired Constant and Co, who evicted travellers 
from Hovefields, Wickford, two years ago, but it looks as though they are set to continue 
to work together, 

Cllr Buckley added: "The travellers have got the wrong end of the stick. We have got 
| absolutely no problem with the bailiffs, they do a good job. 

"ffs like any protest, if you are asked to move and you don't then you have to expect to 
be touched in this way. If you punched a police officer in the face you would expect him 
to get his truncheon out. 

"Because this eviction will cost over a certain threshold of money we have to put it out to 
tender, so we cant definitely say who is going to carry out the work." 

Kathleen McCarthy, a spokeswoman for Dale Farm Housing Association, said: "We fearj 
that a child will be killed if heavy machinery is brought in here. We say the bailiffs are a 
bunch of bully-boys," 

] Brian Lecoche, MD of Constant and Co, said: "We are not under instruction at this 
' moment in time but we have carried out many similar direct action cases for clients up 
I and down the country. 

"A number of these have been filmed and with a police presence and as far as I am 
aware the only person to be hurt was a member of our staff." 
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The result of last year's High Court battle, which tested the legality of Basildon council's 
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decision to evict 86 travellers from the site, is due to be revealed next month. 
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1 have sympathy with the Travellers if they are genuinely trying to find a permanent 
place to live and are willing to integrate into the local community and show respect for 
the environment and fellow residents. However, I think it is disingenuous of them to 
daim fears of heavy handed treatment when they themselves are unwilling to comply 
with a legal eviction order. We are all entitled to our human rights and equal treatment 
under the law, so why not make a dignified exit and continue their case from a less 
provocative setting. This does not affect their legal rights and they are likely to receive 
a more sympathetic reception from all concerned, 

Ed, Wickford 


At the end of the day their camp is illegal & they shouldn't be there. Their camp is built 
on green belt, all law abiding non travellers cannot build on green belt so why should 
they be able to? As it is illegal, they should have been evicted along time ago. Their 
constant appeals are an attempt to stall for more time & the sooner the council get 
thsi over & done with, the council realise this & evict them, the better. Why waste 
more money on video cameras? If they get hurt, so be it, they are there illegally 
anyway , so it's their fautt surely?? 

A.N Other, Essex 
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